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„ At ASHLEY-HIL L, 
»»»! EF ge /8 © 
Nzaz LYMING TON? HIurs, 
One Mile from the Sea, and one of the moſt dry, chearful and 
healthy Spots in the Kingdom, | 


PUPILS of future Rank and FoRTUNE 


Are Educated upon a mo? liberal, extenſive, rational, and 
conſiſtent Plan, ; 


By the Rev. PHILIP LE BROGQ, M. A, 


Formerly of Pembroke College, Oxford, and of 
| Clare-Hall, Cambridge. 
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1 HE Honorabie Sir IAcoß Wolrr, Bart. of Eaſt Hinton 
Lodge, in this neighbourhood, has obligingly taken the trouble 
to patronize and inſpect this Seminary.—The teſtimony and appro- 
bation of perſons of the firſt rank may alſo be obtained, if required. 


The prevalent modes of education have often been condemned by 
all liberal, unprejudiced men. — Their effects are ſeverely felt, 
and ſincerely lamented; yet, a liberal, extenſive and conſiſtent 
| 8 adequate to the nobleſt end, that of making human 
deings as perfect as their nature and faculties allow, has not even 
been adopted. National vices and follies are the natural produce 
of the defective, abſurd, ahd inconſiſtent mode of education now 
generally perſued. The be/? ſchoolmaſters and tutors aim ſimply at 
making their pupils ſcholars, never recollecting that many who 
are a diſgrace to human nature, are excellent ſcholars. Pity that 
one could name many inttances! But, is there a nobler taſk, or 
more deſerving the approbation of our Great Creator, than to 
make our fellow- creatures nat only learned, but good men *— A 
good man, in the ſight of God, and in the fight of thoſe who ennoble 
and dignify human nature, is of more worth than all the mere 
| ſcholars in the world And yet we take no pains, we do not even 
take proper meaſures to form characters in which learning is adorned 
by purity of morals, univerſal benevolence, and genuine polite- 


_ nels. 
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What an exalted being is a man arrived at the higheſt ſummit 
of human perfection - Angels would ſtoop from heaven to con- 
verſe with him! Vet, ſuch a being is ſcarcely ever ſeen. "The 
cauſe is, not inability, but a wrong direction. Thouſands would 
have arrived at that exalted ſtate, directed by able guides, and ac- 
companied by congenial aſpirants; but, alas! guides cannot in- 


dicate a road which they themſelves have not explored. And, the 


beſt diſpoſed youth, emulous to reach the enviable eminence, is 
not only permitted to exert his ſolitary endeavours without aſſiſt- 
ance, but is generally diſſuaded and reſtrained by the ridicule, the 
inſults and examples of his cotemporaries. "Theſe are ſome of the 
bleſſed effects of public ſchools! Intereſted people perſiſt in re- 
commending them, notwithſtanding ; and inconſiderate parents 
ſuffer themſelves to be impoſed upon, and reſiſt the evidence of 


their ſenſes. They ſee thouſands of looſe morals and debauched 


principles iſſued from theſe perverted feminaries, totally unac- 


quainted with any / ful learning,—with ſcraps only of Greek and 


Latin, at beſt ; poſſéſſed of no one acquirement likely to be uſeful 
to themſelves or others; and yet, fatal blindneſs ! they drive their 
own oftspring into the very ſnares in which ſo many have been 
Already caught;—and, for no reaſon in,the world, but becauſe 


others have done the ſame! It is the faſhion l- It would not be 


improper to aſk theſe parents, whether they really prefer having 


their children faſhionably diflolute, prodigal, and deprived (which 
is often the conſequence) of health; and (Latin and Greek ex- 


cepted) extremely ignorant; or, poſſeſſed of all kinds of uſeful 


and ornamental knowledge, ancient and modern; virtuous, perfectly 


well-bred, full of health, and happy; eftcemed by the wiſe, and 
beloved by the good? 


It is eaſy to know what anſwers would be given to theſe queſtions. 


by a virtuous parent. Indced, were all parents virtuous, no ad- 
monitions would be neceflary. They would, of themſelves, make 
diligent enquiries into the characters of thoſe ſeminaries, at which 
they purpoſe that their children ſhall be educated ; and were the 
reports unfavourable, they would naturally alter their plan, and 
endeavour to find out ſome one which ſhould, in every reſpect, 
deſerve their approbation. They would not follow the multitude 
to evil. — They would wiſely recolle*t that temporal, and perhaps 
eternal happineſs is attained or forfeited by a good or bad edu- 
cation, And, they would alſo remember, that their determina- 
tion, in ſo momentous a concern, fixes irrecoverably the future 
happineſs or miſery of their beloved offspring, in whom their own 
is involved. They would avoid that common, but fatal error, 
that the acquiſition of learning, (by which is generally meant Latin 
and Greek only) is the whole of education. On the contrary, they 


would be convinced, that, in compariſon to the early acquiſition of 


P# - 2, | virtuous 


- virtuous habits, (which are the only foundation of true happineſs) 


EXT 


it is (though highly valuable in itſelf) of trifling importance. 


The plan of the above ſeminary truly includes every thing 
which, when acquired, will exalt its poſſeſſor as far above thoſe 
whoſe education has been conducted upon the prevalent, defective 


or pernicious plans, as virtue is ſuperior to vice, wiſdom to folly, 


happineſs to miſery. Every pupil, even of moderate abilities, 


{particularly if bis education be begun early here) will be made a 


complete ſcholar, a real gentleman, and a ſmcere Chriſtian, This is 
not a vain, empty boaſt, whatever the reader may think ;—it is the 


voice of truth. It is earneſtly wiſhed that it may be heard and 


liſtened to with pleafure, and that her dictates may be obeyed. The 


plan (which will ſoon be made public) was conceived, matured, 


and adopted, from the beſt of motives,—a fincere deſire of doing 
good, the moſt eſſential and permanent good. A rough ſketch 
only will firſt be given, as it is intended to accompany the finiſhed 


_ draught, with remarks on education, neither of which are yet com- 


pleted. 


In the mean time, it may be proper juſt to mention, that not 
one branch of learning which is taught in the beſt ſchools, 1s 
omitted here; but, this is but a part of the plan. Tutors and 
pupils, in their rides and walks, in their ſports and exerciſes, and 


at meals, are inſeparable, More valuable knowledge is acquired, 
in converſation only, (which is generally in French, and frequently 


in Italian) in one day, than is uſually learned in a week. A variety 
of ſubjects is diſcuſſed, in the moſt plain and perſpicuous manner, 
in correct and elegant language. "The momentary improvement 


of the mind becomes the molt refined amuſement. Curioſity is 


carefully excited, and fully gratified. Emulation kindles a noble 


_ ardor in each youthful breaſt; and every heart pants after the moſt 


glorious pre-eminence. 


Purity of morals is inculcated by precept, but more forcibly by 


example. No impropriety of conduct, {ſpeech or manners is ever 


permitted. The influence of example deſcends from the tutors to 
the youngeſt pupils; in a ſbort time the practice of every thing 
which is virtuous, noble and refined, becomes eaſy and habitual, 


Study, amuſement and exerciſe are judiciouſly varied. Of no- 
thing loo much, is a maxim conſtantly obſerved. The preterva- 
tion of health, and the exertion of the mental faculties, are objects 
of unremitted attention. A wholeſome and plentiful table is kept, 
at which wine is allowed to the ſenior pupils, and to the junior if 
required by their parents, All the accommodations are exceedingly 
comfortable. Cleanlineſs is particularly attended to. The zaun 

e pupils 


: 
* 
* : 


| tate (4) 


—— in particular are treated by a grave and well - behaved houſe. 
eeper, with motherly care and affection. The moſt exact re- 
gularity is obſerved in the ceconomical department. Stabling, 
graſs, &c. may be had for horſes. Each of the ſenior pupils may 

ave a Foreſter bought and kept at a trifling expence ; by which 
means exerciſe, always in company with one of the tutors, is 
agreeably diverſified. All kinds of manly exerciſes, (the vulgar 
art of boxing excepted) are very much encouraged. Gardening is 
Suge and practiſed for the ſake of health, amuſement and exer- 
Clle. ' 


A falt, or freſh, water bath may be uſed, —Swimming in ſum- | 


mer is often practiſed. 


Views of beautiful ſpots, with which this country ſo remarkably | 
abounds, are frequently taken; ſurveys\of the circumjacent coun- 
try are made; the roads are meaſured ; the dimenſions of timber 
aſcertained ; plants, foſſils, &c. are collected; clays, earths and 
minerals, which are here various and abundant, are analyzed; in | 


| all theſe purſuits, inſtruction is blended with exerciſe and pleaſure. 
| All is friendſhip, harmony, politeneſs, eaſe and happineſs. 


The tutors are only diſtinguiſhed from the pupils by age, by 
3 knowledge, and by a habitual uniformity of manners and 


*** All kinds of polite accompliſhments are taught by ſkilful 


maſters, /_ 


Farther information reſpecting the terms, &c. may be obtained 


by applying. by letters, free of poſtage, to Mr. R. V. Brooke, 
0. 


139, Cheapſide, London; to the Rev. Philip Le Brocgq, 
Afhley-hill; or to the Honorable Sir Jacob Wolff, Bart. Eaſt 
Hinton Lodge, Hants, 


. 


